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Plastic pollution and the
marine ecosystem

9 million tonnes of plastic end up in the ocean each year
®

9 use plastics are worse for the environment
o

9 plastics are tiny pieces of plastic, less than 5 mm
®
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Plastic pollution and the
marine ecosystem

11 million tonnes of plastic end up in the ocean each year

Single use plastics are worse for the environment

9 plastics are tiny pieces of plastic, less than 5 mm
®




Plastic pollution and the
marine ecosystem

11 million tonnes of plastic end up in the ocean each year

Single use plastics are worse for the environment

Micro plastics are tiny pieces of plastic, less than 5 mm




Degradation timeline
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Effects of plastic pollution

Toxic chemicals in the
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How can we reduce marine
plastic pollution?

e Reduce, reuse, recycle e Avoid using glitter, or only use eco-friendly glitter
e Avoid buying plastic e Talk to friends and family about how much plastic
e Use a reusable bottle they use

e Say no to plastic bags and plastic drinking straws - e Don’t use products with microbeads inside

use reusable or paper ones e Pick up litter
 Buy unpackaged food and grow your own food * Never flush plastics down the toilet
o Wear clothes made with natural fibres e Sign a petition Q_?,CYC(@
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Activity: Campaign against
plastic pollution

Create a local campaign around one of the main litter items
found in the ocean, including:

e The source(s) of this litter item
e The harm it causes to albatrosses, petrels, other marine

animals and humans

to animals.

Create a poster to promote your campaign in your local
community.




